On a Second Collection of Birds from Tongoa, New Hebrides. In 1890, the Zoological Museum at Christiania received a small collection of birds from Tongoa, New Hebrides, which had been obtained by the Revd. Oscar Michelsen, who, for many years, was a missionary in those islands.
The collection, which comprised 20 species, has been described in Forh. Vid. Selsk. Skr. 1892 (No. 13) . Of those, one (a Bhipidura) is possibly, a hitherto undescribed species, but this could not be accurately determined as the specimen was not complete.
Another species, Bhipidura bulgeri, Lay. 1877, had previously not been known to inhabit the New Hebrides.
In 1897, a further collection was received from the Revd. 0. Michelsen, like the former one, made in Tongoa. This was formed of but 7 species (besides a number of eggs), and included Puffinus obscurus, which has possibly not been previously recog¬ nised as belonging to the New Hebrides, but which resorts to those islands to breed. It appears to be closely allied to P. pusilla, Peale 1848
(from Samoa and Fiji), and whether it is a distinct species is doubtful. The specimen is very dark in colour: the entire head and neck being almost black (but with a distinct sooty hue).
The rump has traces of a white cross-band, as in P. pusilla.
Native name: Mann-miala (matin is bird, miala red). 2 Specimens, (and 3 eggs).
A. Length of Wing, 63 mm.; Tail, 35 mm.
To the description of Dr. Sclater may be added that, the secondaries on outer web, and the tertials on both webs are largely bordered with blue.
Native name: Ta-mahalida or Ta-puti. Ta means to peck, Ta-mahalida indicating the peculiar manner in which it pecks at the small tigs which compose its food. Ta-puti signifies also, that it pulls up grass by the root. This is used in the con¬ struction of its large nest which has a litttle round hole in the side. The last egg seems to belong to another set (or hen). It is shorter, and the colour is a paler green than in the others.
[NO. 6. Native name: Malau. It buries its eggs in crumbling, rotten, stumps of trees, or in places, where the earth is subterraneously warmed by volcanic heat (a few such spots exist in Tongoa, where, probably, in the course of time, active volcanoes will appear).
It often happens that many hens will bury their eggs at the same spot, and the natives can thus obtain several scores at a time.
It lives on white ants, and various kind of insects and their larvae, which it finds in the decaying roots of trees. On the New Hebrides, P. obscurus has one of its resorts for breeding purposes. During the daytime it lives in holes which it digs in the ground far up in the woods, and seeks its food during the course of the night.
According to native accounts it sleeps, resting on one foot.
They believe that, " prior to leaving its nest, it places a light coloured sponge at the entrance in order to find it again". It is presumed that some five or six individuals inhabit each burrow.
Native name: Ngon-go (or Ngo-ngo).
Trykt 6te December 1898. 
